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Activists respond to Brown call that ‘Communication is a force for good’

London, 17 May - Save the Labour Party (STLP) today released internal Labour Party policy
documents in a form enabling all Party members with Internet access to comment and see each
other contributions.

The initiative, which is opposed by the Labour Party’s National Executive Committee, coincides with a
speech by Prime Minister and Labour Party Leader Gordon Brown highlighting the power of
communication tools such as the internet and their potential for uniting people and challenging
injustice.

STLP Chair, Peter Kenyon, said: “If Gordon Brown wants to restore his political authority inside and
outside the Labour Party he should institute an immediate inquiry. Why are party officers blocking
the use of readily available communication tools to enable all Party members, or the public as a
whole, to take part in Labour’s latest policy review?”

An Open Letter was sent to Brown last month signed by 10 leading Labour Party figures drawing his
attention to the need for an open and transparent review. This call for support was rebuffed in a
letter from Labour Party NEC, Dianne Hayter, who says that the process is already open and
transparent.

STLP is seeking to reserve access to Labour Party members until a technical solution can be agreed
to segment comments from the general public from those of Party members. This will enable Labour
Party members’ view to be analysed separately and compared with those of the general public.

ends

Note to Editors

1 STLP has attracted support from all sections of the Labour Party. It has close links with other
campaigning organisations in the labour movement in England, Scotland and Wales, including the
Campaign For Labour Party Democracy, the Centre Left Grassroots Alliance, and Compass Youth.

2 The Labour Party policy documents have been released through the Party’s intranet, MemberNet,
restricting access in the first instance to Labour Party members registered on the site. They are
believed to number some 40,000 out of around 180.000.

3 This unofficial service is a collaboration between Save the Labour Party, Compass Youth and
Comment on This — which has developed a facility that displays consultation documents in sections
with a Comment area attached - enabling all respondents to see openly and transparently what
others are proposing.

4 Labour Party officers are restricting sight of proposed amendments to policy documents to a tiny
group of members who sit on the Party’s National Policy Forum, set up to replace open policy debate
at Conference based on resolutions.

5 STLP supports the National Policy Forum system for policy-making providing it is open,
transparent, convenient and inclusive. STLP is now conducting a survey to find out what proportion


http://savethelabourparty.org/080512_Letter_from_Dianne_Hayter.pdf
http://www.savethelabourparty.org/080430_PiP_Open_and_Transparent.pdf
http://www.number-10.gov.uk/output/Page15581.asp

of members are aware of the review and have been invited to take part by their local branch or
constituency party.

Media enquiries: Peter Kenyon 07802 216 591 office@savethelabourparty.org
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